BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
that? You may as well praise a schoolmaster for whipping a
boy who has construed ill. No, Sir, there is no real criticism in
it: none shewing the beauty of thought, as formed on the
workings of the human heart.'
On Thursday, October 19,1 passed the evening with him
at his house. I complained that he had not mentioned Gar-
rick in his Preface to Shakspeare; and asked him if he did not
admire him. JOHNSON. *Yes, as "a poor player, who frets
and struts his hour upon the stage;" - as a shadow.' BOS-
WELL. 'But has he not brought Shakspeare into notice?'
JOHNSON. 'Sir, to allow that, would be to lampoon the
age. Many of Shakspeare's plays are the worse for being
acted: Macbeth, for instance.1 BOSWELL. 'What, Sir, is
nothing gained by decoration and action? Indeed, I do wish
that you had mentioned Garrick.' JOHNSON. 'My dear Sir,
had I mentioned him, I must have mentioned many more :
Mrs Pritchard, Mrs Gibber, - nay, and Mr Gibber too; he
too altered Shakspeare.'
Talking of our feeling for the distress of others; -
JOHNSON. eWhy, Sir, there is much noise made about it,
but it is greatly exaggerated. No, Sir, we have a certain
degree of feeling to prompt us to do good : more than that,
Providence does not intend. It would be misery to no pur-
pose.' BOSWELL. TBut suppose now, Sir, that one of your
intimate friends were apprehended for an offence for which
he might be hanged.' JOHNSON. 'I should do what I could
to bail him, and give him any other assistance; but if he were
once fairly hanged, I should not suffer.' BOSWELL. 'Would
you eat your, dinner that day, Sir?* JOHNSON. Tes, Sir;
and eat it as if he were eating it with me. Why, there's
Baretti, who is to be tried for his life to-morrow, friends have
risen up for him on every side; yet if he should be hanged,
none of them will eat a slice of plumb-pudding the less. Sir,
that sympathetic feeling goes a very little way in depressing
the mind.*6
I told him that I had dined lately at Foote's. BOSWELL.
Tray, Sir, is not Foote an infidel?' JOHNSON. 'I do not
know, Sir, that the fellow is an infidel; but if he be an in-
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